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   The Honors Day Convocation last Thursday morning recognized and celebrated stu-

dents’ outstanding academic achievements during the 2019 fall semester. Dr. Stephen 

Middleton, a 1976 honor graduate of Morris College, delivered the convocation address. 

Dr. Middleton grew up in Cross, SC, where he plowed the field and picked cotton with 

his parents and eight siblings.   

     After earning his Bachelor of Arts in history, he went on to earn the Master of Arts in 

Black History and Black Studies from Ohio State University, and his Ph.D. in Constitu-

tional History from Miami University of Ohio. Dr. Middleton has taught at Wilberforce 

University, the University of Connecticut, and at North Carolina State University, where 

he was a longtime professor of Constitutional History. He is the inaugural director of African American Studies at Mississippi State 

University, where he currently holds the honorary title of Professor Emeritus at Mississippi State. 

    Speaking on the theme: “You Can Get There from Here!”, Dr. Middleton enthusiastically shared three simple yet substantiated 

points to help students along their journey. You are enough now, strive for excellence, and be patient were the points he used to inspire 

students to realize their potentials and embrace their possibilities for the future. Excited about returning to his alma mater, he admon-

ished students not to sell themselves short and to stay the course. “I make this promise to you,” he concluded, “if you  are in alignment 

with who you are, there is nothing on this planet that can separate you from your dreams.” The 

audience erupted in applause with a standing ovation as its show of approval for his inspiring 

and motivational message.  

    Dr. Staggers thanked Dr. Middleton for returning to the campus and delivering not only a 

compelling message but for being an example of the message he delivered. He also com-

mended and encouraged students to continue on their paths to success. Students who made the 

President’s List received their textbooks for the spring semester free of charge. Representative 

J. David Weeks, ’75, Chairman of the Board of Trustees and Mrs. Lorraine Dennis, the spouse 

of Sherriff Anthony Dennis of Sumter County, provided the books. 

 
 

 

 

PAGE 2 PAGE 3 PAGE 4 

    Mr. Warren Williams, UNCF representative, and Mr. Tony Signore were special guests on 

campus last Thursday. They met with Dr. Staggers and his cabinet for a small reception on the 

second floor of the Dr. Solomon Jackson, Jr. Administration Building. Mr. Signore and his 

family fund the Frederick Douglass Bicentennial Scholarship. The scholarship provides finan-

cial assistance to outstanding young men and women attending HBCUs. 

    Mr. Signore established the Frederick Douglass Bicentennial Scholarship in 2018. He also 

commissioned the awarding-winning visionary and impressionist artist, Ylli Haruni, to create a 

three-foot by four-foot oil painting of Douglass. The painting commemorates the bicentennial 

of Douglass' birth. Alan received the limited edition of the painting.  

    Mr. Signore, during the reception, presented lithograph #4 of the painting to Dr. Staggers. 

He spoke passionately about his appreciation and respect for Frederick Douglass and how he struggled to receive an education. He 

commended the college for embodying the legacy of Douglass as an institution of higher learning. 

    Mr. Signore passed on to the college the respects and admirations of Nettie Washington Douglass, the last living direct descend-

ant of the historical leader. She hailed Dr. Staggers for the leadership and guidance and the great responsibility he carries so well. 

RECEPTION HELD 
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Alan P. Johnson, III 

2020 Frederick Douglass Bicentennial Scholarship Recipient 

 

     I would like to sincerely express my gratitude to Mr. and Mrs. Tony 

Signore and the UNCF for selecting me as a recipient for the Frederick 

Douglass Bicentennial Scholarship. I am very honored and blessed to re-

ceive such a generous scholarship.  

     This assistance helps lighten a financial bur-

den and allows me to focus more on high aca-

demic achievement and to take part in cultural 

enrichment opportunities that I never thought 

possible as I pursue my undergraduate degree. I 

hope one day to be in a position to be able to give back and help other students achieve their goals. 

     Again, thank you for your generous financial support towards my higher education. 

(L-R): Tony Signore, Scholarship Donor; Warren Wil-

liams, UNCF Representative, Alan P. Johnson, III Scholar-

ship Recipient; Dr. Leroy Staggers, President.  

THE COLLEGE RECOGNIZED HONOR STUDENTS FOR THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE FALL SEMESTER.  
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“You Can Get There from Here!” 
Speech delivered by Dr. Stephen Middleton, ‘76 

Professor Emeritus, Mississippi State University 
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     The Morris College Cultural 
Arts Committee announces The 
MLK Essay Contest, “Discovering 
Your Authentic Purpose of Pursu-
ing Higher Learning.” Students may 
request an application and guide-
lines from Mr. Darnell J. Holland in 
the Brawley-Starks Academic Suc-
cess Center Room 103. Ms. Priscilla 
Patten in Academic Hall Room 208, 
or Mrs. Henrietta M. Temoney in 
the Brawley—Starks Academic 
Success Center. The deadline for 
the final paper submissions is Fri-
day, February 21, 2020 by 5 p.m. 

Winners will be announced on Thursday, February 27, 2020. 
The papers will be awarded: 

First Place—$500 Cash Prize  

Second Place—$200 Cash Prize 

Third Place—$100 Cash Prize 

     The deadline for verifying cap and gown measure-

ments for graduation is February 28, 2020. Please 

contact Mrs. Holmes in the Bookstore (803-934-

3989) immediately to verify your measurements. 

 

 GRADUATING SENIORS 

     The Morris College Cultural 

Arts Committee is sponsoring a 

Canned Food Drive to benefit 

the Mt. Pisgah AME Church 

Soup Kitchen. All campus or-

ganizations, faculty, staff, and 

students are urged to bring 

canned goods beginning Febru-

ary 17. 2020 to the Brawley – 

Starks Academic Resource Center Computer Lab. For 

more Information, please contact 

Mrs. Henrietta M. Temoney at 

803-934-3186.  


